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The Renfrow name is an off-branch of the altersatling Renfro. This
was the common spelling until the mid 1800°s, wkeweral of Mark Renfro’s
children were christened with a “W” added to thd efthe surname. Less
common spellings have been Renfrew, Reynfru, Rdvéafe, and Rentfree.

The name Renfro and all its spellings are of $&dotieritage. Surnames
were not used in Scotland during the early Celtie;roften people had a given
name and told where they were from, i.e. Jameseafrie@wshire. Immigrants from
the area began to use their home area names asr&swhen arriving in their
new homes.

The following is a short paragraph on each gemerdtading up to Stephen
Henderson Renfrow in 1861. Not much is known aleagh person other than
what is here, so | have tried to make each partbamlete as possible.



1613 - 1861

Our branch of Renfro starts with Symon Renfro, wias born in 1613 in
Scotland. Before that stories vary too greatlgath any of them truth. It is not
even certain who his parents were. Legend ishisdather was Baron James
Stuart of Renfrew, Earl of Moray, who had changesdshirname to Renfrew in the
late 1500°‘s after an assassination attempt. Masgiity books say that he was
killed in this attempt. There are stories thastersived and fled to France, where
he had vast political and religious connectiong hldcame wealthy and settled in
France, but was reported to have later return&tadland. Symon Renfrew is
said to be the illegitimate son of Baron James R@naind a young Scottish maid.
However, this version of the story would make JaResfrew in his early 70's
when Symon was born. Not impossible, but verykamyiin my opinion.

Symon immigrated to the American colonies on M&688, landing in
James City, Virginia. Upon arrival, he receiveldrad grant of 500 acres in James
City County, Virginia. He had a son the next yé&awbert. Sometime around
1650, Symon and his son moved to Barbados. Shaftdy arriving, Symon
fathered two children, Simon and Hester. Hestex lbean Jan 4, 1651 and Simon
was born Feb. 14, 1652. Symon left Barbados, atrws unknown, and he died
in Virginia about 1690.

Robert Renfro was born in Virginia in 1638. Histimer is unknown. He
moved to Barbados with his father around 1650 aadied a woman named
Susan Holmes on Apr. 1, 1662. The couple movéthtester Co, PA, where they
had one child, John, in 1665. Susan died shoftily and Robert returned to
Barbados, where he married Mary Evans in 1667.@%81he had moved to New
Castle, DE where his son William was born. By 1689had returned to Virginia.
It is not known when he died.

William Renfro was born in 1678 in New Castle, @ERobert and Mary
Renfro. By 1680, he had moved with his parenigitginia. He married a woman
named Jane in 1702 in James City, VA. The cougtefaur children: William,
James, Peter, and Stephen. Between 1705 andlig #&shown living between
Orange, Fredericks, and Lunenburg counties in Wiagi He passed away in 1749
in Edgecomb Co., NC.

Peter Renfro, Sr. was the third son of William dade Renfro. He was
born in Orange Co, VA in 1705 and married Elizakdgétllingsworth around 1733.
They had five children, Judith, George, Tinker,dPgt., and William. On April
24, 1752, Peter received a land grant near Balkes8C from King George. He



was killed in an Indian attack between Freelanddi@ and French Lick, TN in
1781.

Peter Renfro, Jr. was the fourth child of Petel Bhzabeth Renfro. He was
born in 1734 in Orange or Augusta Co., VA. In 1,/#8ter married Mary Mcllroy
in Union Co. SC. The couple had ten children: M, Abigail, Elizabeth, Mary,
James, Peter, Mark, John, Moses, and Joseph. iPbsted as Revolutionary War
Veteran and his paperwork is on file in Raleigh,.Né@e died in 1799 in
Montgomery Co., TN.

James Renfro was the son of Peter Renfro, Jiwddeborn in 1780 in South
Carolina. He moved to Georgia and married a wonsaned Hannah before 1804
and they had six children: Mark, James, Nancy yP&uth, and Peter. James is
shown on the 1850 census as being 70 years aidl lin Hinds Co., MS; however
he died before 1852.

Mark Thomas Renfro was the eldest son of Jamegiandah Renfro. He
was born in 1804 in Georgia. He married Susanralthbrne on August 21,
1826 in Jefferson Co., Mississippi, the same dayphother Peter married her
sister Margaret. The couple had ten children:edlfrSusan, William, Mary Jane,
Moses, Mark, Samantha, Elizabeth, James, and Sildeadied sometime between
1850 and 1852, in Hinds Co, MS. His wife Susanmadsed away in 1896 in MS.
Several of his children were given the surnamelisgeiRenfrow”, while others
were not. The reason is not known why, probably duphonetical spelling habits
of the time.

William James Renfrow was the second child of Mamk Susannah Renfro.
He was born in 1832 in Copiah Co., MS and marrisglihe Jackson on August
3, 1852. The couple had six children: William, Mabusan, Stephen, Samantha,
and Brantley. By 1880, William had abandoned Engaéind the children.
Records show he lived in Tennessee, South CaraimhKentucky and was
married twice more, fathering an additional ningdrkn. William passed away in
Kentucky in 1910.



Stephen Henderson Renfrow

Stephen Henderson Renfrow was born on June 13, i88Vesson, Copiah
Co., MS, the fourth child of William and Emalineite. The 1870 census shows
the entire family living in Louisiana, however, tfamilies surname is spelled
“‘Renfraw.” By 1880, William and Emaline had divert(or equivalent for the
times, no legal documents of separation are foand)William had moved
elsewhere, leaving Stephen to provide for his mading three youngest siblings
still at home. The family is listed in the cen$oisthat year in Rapides, Rapides
Parish, LA. A few years later, he met Alzenith Mea Powell.

Alzenith, or “Zenni” as she was known, was thegtdar of Henry Clay and
Nancy Alice Ward Powell. She was born on SepterBb&B867 in Lake Charles,
Caleasieu Parish, LA. The two were married on &aper 1, 1882 in Caleasieu
Parish, LA.

Stephen and Alzenith had ten children, seven a¢wiived to adulthood.
Their first child was named W.H.G. Renfrow. He vieasn on April 8, 1884 in
Caleasieu Parish and passed away on August 11,i18@na, La Salle Parish, LA
at the age of three. He is buried in PleasantCG#lnetery in Jena, LA; however
the stone has been destroyed by vandals and weather

Their second child was a boy, born April 3, 188&imwell, LA. They
named him Stephen Decatur. Stephen Decatur welot lnawve a large family. His
granddaughter is novelist Nina Renfrow-Stone.

Samuel A. was the next one born to the coupléjlarch 12, 1888,
presumably in LA. He was married twice, to LilBéoodsworth and Laura Taylor,
and had several children. Samuel passed away gr2K|&l934.

A daughter was fourth for them, whom they namea@é\Medora, born
February 5, 1890, in LA. Little is known about lo¢her than she married a man
named Walter Magnum on February 23, 1905 and diegust 18, 1920.

Isaac Henderson was born on April 3, 1892 in Jea&alle Parish, LA. He
married Edna Mae Blair on August 15, 1915 in BID&,. The couple had 7
children, 6 of which survived to adulthood. Hegmsaway in Dallas, TX, on
December 4, 1940.

Lillie Mae, born April 10, 1895, was their next borShe married a man
named Sol Harmon. Their descendants are spreauabthout the southwest are
today. Lillie died on January 20, 1933.

Lewis M. was the next born to Stephen and Zenni dikd before
adulthood, on May 22, 1897 in Jena, La Salle Paki8h He passed away on
September 26, 1905.



Brantley M was born on September 2, 1899 in Jea&alle Parish, LA, but
passed away less than a year later on August 09, 19

Stephen and Zenni had a daughter named Henridttahamum they called
“Ida”. Itis not known when she was born, but @s\probably sometime between
1900 and 1903. This is based upon pictures chhdrGeorge photographed
together, where she is obviously older, but howhmaandeterminable. She
married a man named Dewey Skinner on March 3, 1®9T&xarkana, Bowie Co,
TX. She was at a family reunion in 1929 and lteieved her mother lived with
her until 1945, but her death date is unknown.

George Washington was the last child born to thglsg on March 25, 1904
in Caleasieu Parish, LA. He passed away on Decehhe 978 somewhere in
Oklahoma.

Stephen and Zenni owned a large tract of woodadtlilaha Salle Parish,
however its exact size is not known. Stephen ambrother and his brother ran a
sawmill and timber yard on this land, however airatdisaster of some kind
destroyed most of the forest sometime between 4889900 and the family left
the land shortly after.

The family next appears on the 1900 census livinigarrisonburg village,
Catahoula Parish, LA. Living with them at this éiwas a boarder named John E.
Walker. No other records show the family in Catdhd?arish again.

By 1904, the family had left Harrisburg and movedaleasieu Parish,
probably with one of Zenni’s siblings, who stiNéd in the area. By 1910, census
records show the family had moved to Justice Pcedinn Bowie Co., TX, near
Texarkana.

Sometime after all the children had married and edoaway, Stephen and
Zenni moved back to Louisiana. They had a smafidgiead in Quitman,
Bienville Parish, with some of Stephen’s cousimmty nearby. It was here that he
passed away on May 18, 1929. He was buried th@nfivlg day in Union Baptist
Cemetery.

Shortly after, Zenni moved back to Bowie Co., TXis believed she stayed
with her daughter Ida in Texarkana until her deatRJuly 10, 1945. It is unknown
at this time where she is interred.



Isaac Henderson Renfrow

Isaac Henderson Renfrow was born on April 3, 1i89%na, La Salle
Parish, LA. He was the fifth child and fourth safrStephen H. and Alzenith
Renfrow. He moved throughout Louisiana and inteaBewith his family, settling
around Texarkana, TX around 1910. He met EdnaBiaiein 1915.

Edna Mae Blair was the oldest of five girls barrE£tE. and Annie Mae
Hurst Blair. She was born on June 18, 1897 inpgredaee, Fannin Co., TX. The
family resided mostly in the Fannin Co. area, hosvely 1915 they had moved to
Moyers, OK. It was here that she met Isaac, who ed in Moyers. The two
were married on August 18, 1915 in Antlers, OK.

The couple has their first child, Lester HendersanApril 16, 1917. Lester
married a woman named Patty Mae and had two childinat later divorced. He
married Bobbie and they had three children: Derdsenda Lee, and James
Royce. He died Aug. 13, 1998 in McKinney, Collin.CTX and is probably
buried in the area.

Homer Lee was their second child, born June 2B01%He married Beulah
Mae Bercham, but when is not known. The coupledidéast two daughters,
Linda Ann and Edna Faye. Homer died on June 288 i®Dallas, TX. He is
buried next to his wife at Restland Memorial Parioallas, TX.

Next was a boy they named Junior, born in 1922thé 1940’s, Junior
enlisted in the Army to fight in WWII. During hiaduction, he was informed that
Junior was a suffix, not a proper name. His naras subsequently legally
changed to Isaac Henderson Renfrow, Jr. He wasaedaeveral times, once to a
woman named Christine, with whom he had a daudtdehel. His last marriage
was to Ida, with whom he had 2 boys, Steve and&tddon. He also raised a boy
named Jimmy Archer as his own son. |ke Jr. die2Didil.

The fourth child of Ike and Edna Renfrow was tliegt daughter and also
the only child that did not live to adulthood. Dtry Mae was born September 5,
1926 in Ft. Worth, TX. Her family moved to Big $n Upshur Co., TX in 1929.
She contracted malaria early in 1930 and passed awduly 7 of that year. She
was buried in Mings Cemetery in Big Sandy, TX. lddaginal grave marker was
cardboard and deteriorated quickly. Cemetery dsciom that time are lost and
her exact plot location in the cemetery is unkn@mnd unmarked.

Billy Edward was born on April 19, 1929 in Red $ms, Bowie Co., TX.
He was the only child of Ike and Edna’s born iroggital. Billy married Patricia
Long in 1962 and had two children: Billy Byron adrbara Jean. He called
Wood Co., TX home and passed away on April 2, 20Q&cksonville, Cherokee
Co., TX. He isinterred in Perryville CemeteryHerryville, Wood Co., TX.



Juliette was born in 1933, in Dallas, TX. Her entife she was known as
“Judy”. She married a man named Michael Sandbadkhad a son, Michael Jr.
She and Michael later divorced and she marriedramaaned Harold MaGee.
After a divorce and remarriage, the couple settiddeerpark, TX, near Houston.
Judy passed away on Aug. 4, 1997 in Deerpark, TX.

Barbara Ann was born March 23, 1938 in Dallas, T was the couple’s
last child. She married twice and lived in Noréx@s most of her life. She
worked as a secretary in Irving for many years f@fetiring. She moved to
Winnsboro in 1999 and passed away on October 1K).28he is interred next to
her brother Billy in Perryville, TX.

The family moved a lot, was extremely poor, andwiithout most things.
After moving to East Texas in 1929, they movedchw Dallas area sometime
before 1933. Ike worked as a deliveryman for aebakor a while until the bakery
went under and he lost his job. He went to worklenWPA project building Fair
Park in Dallas, where he worked until his death.

The family lived in a very small one room shackidgrthis time. It was
most likely located in the present location of tfe Postal Service Distribution
Center in West Dallas. This area was known astgtdle during the Depression
and is the former location of Paxaho St., the sthesy lived on.

Ike made several sacrifices for his family. A Iide was only 2 cents each
way from his house to Fair Park, however, he watked3 mile trip in nearly
soleless boots everyday no matter the weathemgdve four cents a day for food
for his family. Sometime in 1938, he contracteoeiculosis. After this, he began
sleeping in a non working vehicle in front of theuse to keep from spreading the
disease to anyone else. In October of 1940, lieaganitted to the Woodlawn
Hospital, where tuberculosis was mainly treated@umatantined in Dallas Co. He
stayed there until he passed away on Dec. 4, 1B&Owas buried in Coldtharpe
Cemetery in Dallas, TX. His grave is unmarked; aeer the plot location is on
file in Dallas County Archives. At the time of hrgerment, the cemetery was
being used for pauper’s burials. Bonnie Parkerevagnally buried here. Itis
now over-grown and un-maintained.

Edna Blair remarried twice and lived in Dallas floe rest of her life. She
passed away on Feb. 14, 1967 in Rapides, Rapidish P2A., while visiting a
relative. She is buried in Restland Memorial RarRallas, TX.



Billy Edward Renfrow

Billy Edward Renfrow was born on April 19, 1929Red Springs, Bowie
Co., TX. He was the youngest son of lke and Ederfiew and the only one born
in a hospital. Shortly after his birth, his famityoved to Big Sandy, Upshur Co.,
TX. Here, his sister Dorothy contracted malarid died that July. Sometime
before 1933, the family moved to Dallas, where treeyained for several years.

Three weeks before Christmas in 1940, Ike Hendedgsd from
tuberculosis. Billy quit school at the age of &eand went to work selling apples
on a street corner to help support his family. iDgthis job, he was hit by a
newspaper truck. The accident almost killed himh la@ was left missing four
front teeth.

In 1945, just after his sixteenth birthday, Bélglisted in the Army. He
completed basic training but not before WWII wasrvHe was disqualified from
service due to flat feet shortly after VJ Day. dtias around the time he was
arrested and spent a brief time in Leavenworth FeédRenitentiary. The crime is
unknown, but rumored to be grand theft auto.

Billy moved throughout North Texas, Southern Oklafa, and Louisiana
for the rest of the 40’s and 50’s. He found wordsily with railroad or trucking
companies during this time and developed a loveffiming tractor/trailers and
hauling heavy equipment that lasted his entire life

In 1961, Billy met Patricia Mae Long. She hadrbpeeviously married and
had four children from that marriage: Chuck, DebBahn, and Ginny. The two
were married in 1962 and had a son that same wharthey named Billy Byron.
Billy married Janette Wisenhunt in 1981 and theg tveo children: Russell and
Wade. They have settled in Paris, TX.

On February 1, 1965 the couple had their secoitd, eégirl they named
Barbara Jean, in Mabank, TX. The doctor’s offideeve she was delivered was in
the back of a drugstore downtown. Barbara maBieaamin Brookes in 1983
and they also had two children: Seth and Micahtb&a and Benjamin later
divorced and she married Allen Jolly. They setttedthens, TX.

On Valentine’s Day 1967, Billy's mother Edna Maedlin Rapides,
Louisiana. She was buried in Dallas, TX five diager, under her final married
named, Giles. For the next twenty years, the @lingd in various parts of North
and East Texas, including Balch Springs, Grandierdtustace, finally settling in
Perryville, Wood Co., TX.

Billy worked most of his life as a truck drivemidng for several different
companies in the 70’s into the early 80’s. In 19 was arrested for conspiracy
and spent four years at the Federal PenitentiaBeaygoville, TX. He was



released in 1979 and returned to his family. Arotimsl time they moved to
Perryville, where they later established a nurséfg.drove for Kilgore Ceramics
for most of the 80’s and retired in 1990.

The couple closed the nursery around 1995 andibegaavel. They were
on site caretakers for Sam Rayburn state Park gelyma Co., TX from 1996-
1998. Pat was diagnosed with cancer that falltheg returned home to
Perryville, where she recovered.

In mid 2001, Billy was diagnosed with Alzheimedisease. He mostly
stayed at home with his wife in Perryville until@®0 His health had deteriorated
badly and he moved to Park Highland Nursing Centé&thens, TX to receive
specialized treatment.

His wife Pat had a house built in Athens nexti® ¢ouple’s daughter
Barbara early in 2003, so that she could be clo&slly. Shortly after this house
was completed, the house in Perryville burned doWwme property was sold to
their neighbor and dear friend, Martin, to accomatecis growing family.

Billy’s health showed signs of improvement thro&flo3, but in 2004, it
began to fail again. He passed away quietly atspital in Jacksonville, TX on
April 2, 2005 and was buried in Perryville Cemeteryerryville, TX, the place he
always loved and called home.

Patricia lives full time at the home she had ekt to her daughter in
Athens. Many of the plants and trees that sheBhdplanted on the Perryville
property are still there today; a reminder of thesery that once thrived.



Renfrow Pictures

Mark Renfrow and wife Celia Jackson, sister of En&lwith their three
children. Mark was the son of William J. RenfromdeStephen H. Renfrow’s
uncle. Taken around 1870.

Wi bsedC o o ias (e

Mark and Celia Renfrow, around 1900



Stephen H. and Zenni Renfrow. Taken between 18d71818 at a family
reunion.



Taken between 1917 and 1918 at the Renfrow Fangiyni®n.
Back Row: ke Renfrow, Lillie Bloodsworth Renfro®ppha Mangram,

unknown girl, George W. Renfrow, Ida Mae Renfroveniletta “lda” Renfrow,

Albert Renfrow, and Soleman Harmon holding Henryritan

Front Row: Edna Blair Renfrow holding Lester Remfr&cam A Renfrow,
unknown boy, Alice Renfrow Mangram holding Ethyl Mgam, Stephen H.

Renfrow holding an unknown child, Zenni Powell Remf, Eva Mae Renfrow,
Stephen D. Renfrow holding Lorene Renfrow, Jessiefifew, Lillie Renfrow

Harmon holding Wilman Harmon.

Ike and Edna Renfrow. Lester is standing betweemtand Edna is
holding Homer. Taken about 1920.



Taken 1929, proabl at phen Renfrow’s walert Clark is the
maternal grandfather of Ida Mae Renfrow. He isyvexd here at almost 100 years
old.

Stephen D. Renfrow and h|s mother Zenn'l tékefesdmy as previous
picture.



Only known picture of Dorothy Mae Renfrow. Pictdneith her brother
Billy Edward, probably 1930 in Upshur Co., TX.

Billy Edard Renfrow Army Photo', 1945



Billy Renfrow, with his grandson, Russell Edwardn ©f Billy Byron



Renfrow Cemetery Photos

5. H. RENFROW

Bglvioag

Stephen Henderson Renfrow |
Union Baptist Cemetery
Bienville Parish, LA

Edna Mae Blair Renfrow Peavler Giles
Highland Gardens, Lot 37, Block D, Space 6
Restland Memorial Park

Dallas, TX



Barbara Ann Renfrow Flowers Hopkins
Perryville Cemetery
Perryville, Wood Co., TX

&

Billy Edward Renfrow
Perryville Cemetery
Perryville, Wood Co., TX
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Coldtharpe Cemetery had had five different names,af them being Fishtrap.
Burial plot location information available at Dadlarchives.
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